
https://www.sustainable-energy.eco/ secretariat@sustainable-energy.eco/ Herengracht 471, 1017BS 

Amsterdam

Position Paper: Prioritizing Biodiversity in Renewable Energy 

Development 

July 2025 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Global Alliance for Sustainable Energy (the Alliance) is fully committed to prioritizing 

biodiversity conservation as a core element of our renewable energy initiatives. We recognize 

the critical need to balance the development of renewable energy infrastructure with the 

protection of ecosystems and biodiversity. This paper outlines our commitment to safeguarding 

the environment while driving the energy transition, with a focus on mitigating land use conflicts 

between renewable energy installations and agriculture, alongside protecting animal species 

and ecosystems. 

BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION 

The members of the Global Alliance for Sustainable Energy are dedicated to making 

biodiversity a top priority in all renewable energy projects. This includes the following key 

actions: 

1. Nature Protection

The Alliance ensures that renewable energy projects are designed to minimize their

impact on ecosystems and wildlife species. In line with International Union for

Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) “Mitigating Biodiversity Impacts” guidelines, we commit

to applying the “Mitigation Hierarchy” – avoid, minimize, restore, and offset biodiversity

impacts across the entire lifecycle of projects. This includes:

• Avoidance of unnecessary biodiversity impacts in ecologically sensitive areas1

through: 

▪ Improving decision-making processes for identification of locations with

lower ecological impacts on sensitive areas;

▪ Addressing potential biodiversity risks early, through risk assessment and

sensitivity mapping techniques;

▪ Prioritizing new assets’ installation in areas that minimize the disturbance

of natural habitats and endangered species;

1 According to the Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures (TNFD), sensitive areas include protected 
areas, high biodiveristy value areas, and areas with presence of local or indigenous communities. 
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• Minimization of negative effects through design modifications, the use of 

innovative technologies and promotion of biodiversity studies and monitoring; 

• Restoration efforts to rehabilitate ecosystems during construction, operations and 

decommissioning process of renewable energy projects; 

• Offsetting to achieve no net loss, ensuring that any residual impact is addressed 

through proactive conservation actions, and towards achieving – where feasible 

– net positive impact on biodiversity over time including through compensation2. 

 

2. Nature Governance 

Addressing potential land use challenges as well as local and indigenous communities’ 

nature-related demands by creating a strategic governance process. This should 

prioritize careful land use planning and use of relevant information for decision making 

processes to avoid conflicts and promote coexistence. 

 

3. Nature-based Solutions and Natural Accounting 

Promoting best practices and the introduction of nature-based solutions to foster 

biodiversity in our projects, acknowledging that thoughtfully designed renewable energy 

installations can directly contribute to local biodiversity value, and demonstrate net 

positive impact over the assets’ lifecycle through natural accounting3. As a tool, natural 

accounting can help define innovative solutions including nature-based solutions, 

management-based solutions, governance-based solutions, and infrastructure-based 

solutions to place nature at the center of the management and governance decisions. 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND TRANSPARENCY 

Local communities will play a vital role in our approach to biodiversity protection. We commit to 

cooperate and collaborate with regulatory authorities as well as local communities during the 

planning and execution of renewable energy projects, ensuring that their contribution and input 

are valued in biodiversity assessments. We commit to report biodiversity data and information 

within the main voluntary and/or regulatory frameworks at national and international level, as 

well as to share biodiversity monitoring results with local stakeholders, fostering awareness, 

transparency and trust. We will also promote the involvement of universities and research 

institutions in biodiversity assessments. 

 
2 According to Business and Biodiversity Offsets Program (BBOP), Compensation: measures to recompense, 
make good or pay damages for loss of biodiversity caused by a project that can fall short of achieving no net 
loss or a net gain. For instance, this may occur if: conservation actions have been planned to achieve no net 
loss; losses and gains of biodiversity have been quantified; no mechanism is in place for long term 
implementation; it may be impossible to offset the impacts; or compensation payments are used for training, 
capacity building, research or other outcomes that will not result in measurable conservation outcomes on the 
ground. 
3 Natural accounting defines an operational framework that aims to define a robust method for quantifying, 
monitoring and responding to biodiversity dependencies, impacts, risks and opportunities.  
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2030 COMMITMENT  

By 2030, all new renewable energy projects developed by Alliance members will undergo 

comprehensive biodiversity impact assessments during the project lifecycle. These 

assessments will ensure that: 

• Potential biodiversity risks are identified early in the project planning stage; 

• Cost-efficient mitigation measures are deployed; 

• Regular biodiversity monitoring is conducted throughout the construction, operations 

and decommissioning phases of each project; 

• Any residual impact is offset achieving no net loss; 

• Local communities are actively engaged enhancing transparency and awareness. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Global Alliance for Sustainable Energy is committed to a responsible energy transition that 

not only reduces carbon emissions but also protects the planet’s biodiversity. We aim to 

harmonize renewable energy development with the preservation of ecosystems (flora and 

fauna), ensuring a sustainable future for both people and nature. 

 


